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the devil-stones in the neighbourhood, and practices
as the Valluvan or village-seer and astrologer. His
duties are not heavy, and he is not bound to any
rigid ritual nor to any superior. He collects offer-
ings, performs ceremonies connected with domestic
events, casts horoscopes, fixes propitious days for
beginning harvest or sowing the seed. He names
the day when a journey may be safely under-
taken; and he prescribes for the sick in much
the same superstitious and ignorant manner as the
Muhammadan seer.
He is ready to receive alms, manufacture
charms, amulets, and love-philtres. He casts out
devils, interprets dreams and omens. In all his
transactions human cunning is employed, and
the ignorance and childish imagination of his
clients is worked upon. There is not a subject
under the sun that he hesitates to pronounce
upon.
Modern thought has given rise to scepticism,
and the following story is frequently related in
the villages:
A certain Rajah consulted an astrologer as to
the length of his life.
" How long shall I live ?" he asked of the wise
man.